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We just finished quite a
year. A year that marked
our lives with the impacts
produced by the ongoing
worldwide health and eco-
nomic crises brought upon
us by COVID-19. But, at the
same time, itwas also a year
that saw tremendous gains
in innovations and techno-
logical development.

Entrepreneur and inves-
tor Peter Diamandis esti-
mates that we’ll experience
more technological prog-
ress in the next 10 years
than in the past 100 years
put together. According to
McKinsey Consulting, 10
years’ worth of growth for
the technologies powering
e-commerce were com-
pressed in just three
months of 2019. And just as
with that example, 2021
proved to be a year of tre-
mendous growth and quick
maturity of innovations and
technologies. Other prime
exampleswewitnessed this
past year were the fast de-
velopment of mRNA vac-
cines and the rapidly evolv-
ing space travel sector. 2022
looks to continue to yield
exponential growth in inno-
vations and technological
development. Today, Iwant
to share some of the most
significant technological
impacts I see for this com-
ing year, and, more impor-
tantly, theway they relate to
the State of Texas.

Before I begin, I want to
reference a couple of facts
on how Texas has emerged
as a new tech hub, dubbed
“Silicon Hills,” and has re-
cently landed several big-
name companies that have
moved their headquarters
to our state. Many of the
companies that have re-
cently moved their opera-
tions to Texas have stated
that the state’s lower costs
of living, no state income
taxes, and recent clusteriza-
tion of tech companies, all
helped secure their deci-
sions.

World-renowned tech
companies such as Tesla,
SpaceX, Hewlett Packard,
and Oracle, among others,
have recently decided to
call Texas home. This re-
cent trend of companies re-
locating to our state will
continue, and Texas cities,

Laredo among them, can
benefit in different ways. It
has beenwell researched in
territorial development
studies that talent attracts
talent, and the expanding
companies in Texas are no
exception. Recently, Wal-
letHub compared over 100
U.S. cities to rank the best
large cities to start a busi-
ness. To create its ranking,
it used a series of 21keymet-
rics, including five-year
business survival rate, of-
fice-space affordability,
business environment, and
access to resources. Its list
includes four Texas cities in
its top ten. Laredo ranked
number 1.

Here's my overview of
five technologies that I ex-
pect will achieve enough
growth this year to catapult
themto significantly impact
our lives in the coming
years. While many of them
might seem straight out of a
Hollywoodmovie, the reali-
ty is that they are on the
verge of prominently shap-
ing our future.

Air taxis
Air taxis or electric verti-

cal take-off and landing (eV-
TOL) aircraft are closer to
taking flight than we think.
2022 will be a pivotal year
for this sector. Some com-
panies, such as Joby Avia-
tion, based in California,
and the German company
Volocopter will accelerate
their tests. The latter will
seek to provide its service at
the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games.

Austin-based Lift Aircraft
has partnered with another
Texas company, Qarbon
Aerospace, to build and ful-
ly integrate a personal eV-
TOL aircraft called the
Hexa. The United States Air
Force has selected Lift Air-
craft as one of its key stake-
holders to accelerate the
United States’ participation
in this new aerospace sec-
tor.

Space tourism
2022 appears to be the

first year when more peo-
ple will travel to space as
paid ticketed passengers
than astronauts from NASA
and other international
space agencies. The three
most relevant companies in

this sector, SpaceX,BlueOr-
igin, and Virgin Galactic,
will increase their flights,
with the first one aiming at
taking passengers to the In-
ternational Space Station.

SpaceX has a significant
presence in Texas, with
Starbase located in Boca
Chica, near Brownsville.
Starbase is now a test,
launch, and production site
for the company's Starship
vehicle, a vessel capable of
carrying 100 people at a
time.

Vaccines
Last yearwas a landmark

year in the development of
vaccines, thanks mainly to
the technologiesused in the
development of mRNA, the
scientific basis behind Pfiz-
er's and Moderna's CO-
VID-19 vaccines. In 2022 sig-
nificant advances are ex-
pected with the use of this
technology to develop vac-
cines that have beenwaited
on for decades, such as the
ones for HIV and Malaria.

Recently, a pair of medi-
cal researchers from Hous-
ton’s Baylor College of Med-
icine and the Texas Chil-
dren’s Center for Vaccine
Development have been in
the news. Their COVID-19
vaccine, CORBEVAX, devel-
opedusing an older anddif-
ferent technology than
mRNA, can be manufac-
tured more quickly than
other vaccines. Their vac-
cine enables low-income
countries to produce and
distribute them more affor-
dably and effectively.

Metaverse
TheMetaverse refers to a

virtual world accessible by
augmented or virtual reali-
ty glasses. This year this
sector is expected to have a
high growth rate, with big-
name companies like Ocu-
lus, Roblox, Minecraft, and
Fortnite taking the lead.
Facebook, the owner of
Oculus,has rebranded itself
as Meta, positioning the
company as a major player
in this new sector.

Unity Technologies, a
real-time 3-D development
platform for game and oth-
er app development, re-
cently expanded its pres-
ence inAustin andhas close
to100 employees. The com-

pany’s platform powers
millions of games, has over
2.5 billion people usingUni-
ty-enabledapps andgames,
and close to 5 billion devic-
es with their software in-
stalled on them, making
them a key participant in
constructing the Meta-
verse.

Neurological interfaces
This is onemore sector in

which Elon Musk is in-
volved. In 2022, a company
he co-founded, Neuralink,
a neurotechnology firm,
will try to implant micro-

chips in human brains for
the first time, replicating
what they have successfully
done with animals. Their
goal for this year will be to
get people with severe spi-
nal cord injuries and neuro-
logical disorders to control
digital devices with their
minds.

Neuralink, on the heels
of other Musk companies
such as Tesla and SpaceX, is
currently expanding its
presence in Texas. It has an-
nounced plans to open a fa-
cility in Austin and hire
electrical engineers, me-

chanical engineers, soft-
ware developers, neuroen-
gineers, and operations
specialists.

Texas is well-positioned
to benefit from the impact
these five technologies can
and will drive this new
year… and beyond.

Dr. Daniel Covarrubias is
the Director of Texas A&M
International University’s
Texas Center for Economic
and Enterprise
Development housed in the
A.R. Sanchez, Jr. School of
Business.
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Abstracts of judgment,
state, and federal tax
liens, assumed names

This information comes
from the Webb County
Clerk’s office from December
27 to December 31, 2021.

Shellpoint Mortage Ser-
vicing vs. Irene S. Delacque-
seaux. $29,109.57. 12/27/
2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc. vs Librado Navar-
ro. $9,547.42. 12/27/2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc. vs Juana Alvara-
do. $6,114.46. 12/27/2021.

Midland Funding LLC vs
Maria Martinez.
$5,339.92.12/27/2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc vs Arce Josefina.
$7,132.05. 12/27/2021.

Midland Funding Fund-
ing Inc vs Steve Gutierrez.
$4,983.89. 12/27/2021.

Midland Funding LLC vs
DaisyArteaga. $5,277.44. 12/
27/2021.

Lacks Valley Stores LTD
vs Miguel Angel Lopez.
$2,635.07. 12/27/2021.

Green Tree Servicing
LCCShellpointMortageSer-
vicing vs Luis P. Decker Sr.
$18,161.51. 12/27/2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc. vs Miguel Guajar-
do. $5,508.79. 12/27/2021.

Upgrade Inc Velocity In-
vestments LLC Webbank vs
Jose Leija. $4,457.80. 12/27/
2021.

Midland Funding LLC vs
Rolando Ortegon.
$4,910.65. 12/27/2021.

Mindland Funding LLC
vs Sonia Saldivias. $4,773.11.
1/2/27/2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc. vs Maria E. Sali-
nas. $8,370.09. 12/27/2021.

Midland Funding LLC vs
Miguel Garrido. $4,588.62.
12/27/2021.

Midland Credit Manage-
ment Inc vs Dora Fuentes.
$5,582.64. 12/27/2021.

Lacks Valley Stores LTD
vs JosephGaytan $6,652.20.
12/2/2021.

Lacks Valley Stores LTD
vs Josue Alejandro Trevi-
nois. $16,909.59. 12/28/2021.

Arkansas Auto Sales vs
Carlos F. Rodriguez, Geno
Rodriguez. $7,049.00. 01/
03/2022.

Capital OneBankUSANA
vs Crystal Madrigal.
$1,922.41. 01/03/2022.

CitibankNA vs. Jorge Vas-
quez Pazarin. $2,449.82. 01/
03/2022.

Citibank NA vs Jose M.
Guerra. $2,754.53. 01/03/
2022.

Citibank NA vs. Adriana
Pina. $2,263.18. 01/03/2022.

Citibank NA vs Aracely G.
Castaneda. $5,875.32. 01/
03/2022.

CitibankNAvsAdrianaG.
Hernandez. $4,264.60. 01/
03/2022.

Falcon International
Bank vs Reynaldo Vargas.
$1,653.23. 01/07/2022.

Falcon International
Bank vs. 4JS Trucking, Jose
Angel Milera. $2,250.07. 01/
07/2022.

State tax lien
Comptroller of Public Ac-

counts. Cantu Electric Co
Inc. $9,373.78. 12/29/2021.

Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts. PrecisionGroupEn-
ergy Services Inc.
$10,120.23. 12/29/2021.

Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts. D CacheDecor LLC.
$2,663.60. 12/29/2021.

Texas Workforce Com-
mission. Marlens Gallery
LLC, Modern Living.
$960.95. 12/29/2021.

Texas Workforce Com-
mission. Quality Interna-
tional Services Inc.
$2,000.20. 01/03/2022.

Texas Workforce Com-
misssion. FAK Distribution
LLC. $2,533.66. 01/036/
2022.

Assumed names
Rochitas Snacks & More.

Jose F. Rocha, Vanessa D.
Rocha. 12/27/2021.

Pelos Bedazel Jibbitz &
More. JavierDorantes III. 12/
27/2021.

Laredo Soccer Academy.
Gerard Theobald Pierre. 12/
27/2021.

Bundles of Joy. Christian
Willsey Dale. 12/27/2021.

Lux Boutique. Nancy
Maldonado. 12/27/2021.

Kristelles. LauraLimarta.
12/27/2021.

Ladyrepo Auto Trans-
port & Recovery Center.
Claudia Y. Larralde. 12/28/
2021.

CAP Auto Inspection &
Wash Station Center. Felix
Salazar Jr. 12/28/2021.

PV Investments. Araceli
Puente. 01/03/2022.

DCarlo Stain Glass and
Woodwork. Carlos H. Li,on.
01/03/2022

C Becerra Air Condition-
ing Solutions. Charles
Jeesse Becedrra. 01/03/
2022.

Laredo Texas Crypto. Be-
linda Cantu. 01/03/2022.

Angel Auto Repair. Maria
Abigail Quintanilla. 01/03/
2022.

NNT Express. Gildardo
Torres, Gildardo Torres Jr.
01/03/2022.

Triple R Auto Sales. Ri-
cardoElizondo.01/03/2022.

La Cocinita y Mas. Maria
Esther Ramirez. 01/03/
2022.

Ceaseless Decor By
Claire. Clarissa Fraga. 01/
03/2022.

Rene Valadez Trucking.
Rene Valadez,. 01/04/2022.

Kardia Mind Body Soul.
Graciela Vela Martinez,
James Eric Vela. 01/04/
2022.

Nenas Creations & More.
Maria Elene Pichardo. 01/
04/2022.

Cruces Internacionales
Beza. Juan Fernando Becer-
ra. 01/04/2022.

Nancy Beauty Salon.
Nancy Molina. 01/04/2022.

Bonjour Barn. Susan Ri-
vera. 01/04/2022.

Readers Gonna Read. Su-
san Rivera. 01/04/2022.

Mr Jimenez Refrigeration
& Appliance Service. Rafael
Jimenez. 01/04/2022.

Bdirds Eye Productions
LLC. Fausto Delgado II, Ciro
Gonzalez II. 01/04/2022.

Logistics And Permits
HHH. Homero Herrera. 01/
04/2022.

Wholesale Cellphone
Parts. Adela Lugo Jaso. 01/
06/2022.

Rhyno Shine Detail Car
Wash.Melanie AnnCabello.
01/06/2022.

Carne Seca El Sabinal.
Cecilia Beatriz Alcorta, Mi-
guel Angel Garza De Leon.
01/06/2022.

IC Marketing. Carlos I
Calderon. 01/06/2022.

Montoya & Sons Steel
Erectors, Mario Montoya.
01/07/2022.

A&B Desings. Vanessa M.
Galvan. 01/07/2022.

New business permits
This information comes

from the City of Laredo
Building Development De-
partment from November 15
to November 19.

Herradura, 5702McPher-
son Rd. 9. 11/15/2021.

Suadero Tacoshop, 5517
McPherson Rd. 11/17/2021.

Crescent Auto Repair, 119
1/2 Matamoros St. 11/17/2021.

Endo LaredoDispensary,
2413 Jacaman Rd. 11/18/2021.

Industrial/Warehouse
22401 FM 1472. $949,654.

11/17/2021.
1126 Santo Tomas St.

$4,500,000.00. 11/18/2021.
Portable Building
109 Wilcox Dr.

$41,000.00. 11/17/2021.
Offices, Banks
2820 Springfield Ave.

$45,000.00. 11/18/2021.
2310 E. Saunders St.

$45,000.00. 11/18/2021.
Schools&OtherEduca-

tional
407 Shiloh Dr.

$49,000.00 12/188/2021.

101 Salinas Ave. Ste. B.
$177,250.00. 11/17/2021.

Stores & Retail
7905 San Dario Ave.

$2,259.00 11/18/2021.
4820 McPherson Rd.

$68,808.00. 11/16/2021.
Gas Stations & Repair

Garages
406 Hilltop Rd.

$175,000.00. 11/18/2021.
Certificates of occu-

pancy
Bridge 2 Gas Stop, 619

Farragut St. Gas Station/
Convenience Store. Owner:
Juan Miguel Anzaldúa. Oc-
cupancy Load: 25.

GAB Laredo Warehouse,
102 Vidal Cantu Rd. Office/
Warehouse. Owner: GAB
Laredo Warehouse. Occu-
pancy: 160.

Laguna Clinical Re-
search, 10710 McPherson
Rd. Ste. 100. Professional
Office. Owner: Milton Ha-
ber. Occupancy: 25.

Landmark Financial Ser-
vices, 2324 Bob Bullock
Loop Ste. 120. Professional
Office. Owner: Landmark
Financial Services. Occu-
pancy: 14.

Laredo Church of Christ,
9202 Backwood Trails.
Church. Owner: Laredo
Church of Christ. Occupan-
cy: 463.

Valerie Cortinas Fisher
Law, PLLC, 2413 Jacaman
Rd. Ste. 3. Law Office. Own-
er: Valerie Cortinas Fisher.
Occupancy: 13.

VeroSculpt&Beauty,1812
Commerce Dr. Ste. 8.
Health Spa. Owner: Dora
Veronica Leija. Occupancy:
3.

Vica’s Delights Bistro,
5517 McPherson Rd. Ste. 12.
Restaurant. Owner: Veroni-
ca I. Gutierrez. Occupancy:
47.
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