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U.S. 
IMPORTS

U.S. TOTAL IMPORTS VALUE
MEXICO VS CHINA 2012-2023 (ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION)



U.S. 
IMPORTS

MONTHLY TOTAL U.S. IMPORTS
MEXICO VS CHINA JANUARY 2022 - MARCH 2023 



U.S.
PORTS

2023 TOP 5 U.S. PORTS OF ENTRY

Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Economic Indicators Division.
Analysis by: Texas Center for Border Economic and Enterprise 
Development
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Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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average 

yearly growth

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 



IN-BOUND
(USA)
2022 -2023

TRUCK CROSSINGS

+2 %
2 0 2 2  v 2 0 2 3  

 YTD

2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sat)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

40,740

41,086

41,935

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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TRUCK CROSSINGS
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4% 
average 

yearly growth

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 



IN-BOUND
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2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sat)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

16,144

16,148

16,753

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 



LAREDO
2013 -2022
NORTH-SOUTH
BOUND

TRUCK CROSSINGS

5 1 %
2 0 1 3 -2 0 2 2

5% 
average 

yearly growth

North BoundSouth Bound

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, City of Laredo Bridge Departmen  



LAREDO
2022 -2023
NORTH-SOUTH
BOUND

TRUCK CROSSINGS

+6 %
2 0 2 2  v 2 0 2 3  

 YTD

2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sat)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

17,721

17,621

18,651

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, City of Laredo Bridge Department 



LAREDO
2022-2023
NORTH-SOUTH
BOUND

TRUCK CROSSINGS

+9 %
2 0 2 2  v 2 0 2 3  

 YTD

2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sat)

2022 Jan-Feb
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

2023 Jan-Feb
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

14,623

13,728

14,978

Wo rld  Tra d e  Brid g e

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, City of Laredo Bridge Department, ICCE Nuevo Laredo



LAREDO
2022-2023
NORTH-SOUTH
BOUND

TRUCK CROSSINGS
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2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sat)

2022 Jan-Feb
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sat)

2023 Jan-Feb
Daily Avg

(Mon-S)

3,097

3,059

3,282
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Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, City of Laredo Bridge Department, ICCE Nuevo Lare



LAREDO POE
2023 JAN-JUL

TRUCK

TOTAL TRADE SHARE BY COMMODITY GROUP

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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LAREDO POE

TRUCK

TOTAL TRADE VALUE

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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IN-BOUND (USA)
2023

RAIL
CROSSINGS:
TRAINS

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 



IN-BOUND (USA)
2023

RAIL
CROSSINGS:
CONTAINERS

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 



IN-BOUND
(USA)
2013 -2022
ALL BPOE

RAIL CROSSINGS

1 7 %
2 0 1 3 -2 0 2 2

2% 
average 

yearly growth

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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IN-BOUND
(USA)
2022 -2023
ALL BPOE

RAIL CROSSINGS

-4 .5 %
2 0 2 2  v 2 0 2 3  

 YTD
2022 Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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Trains

9,978
Containers

87
Trains

10,163
Containers

88
Trains

9,710
Containers

87
Trains



IN-BOUND
(TX)
2013 -2022
TX BPOE

RAIL CROSSINGS
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3.7% average
yearly growth

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

Total Containers

Total Trains
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IN-BOUND
(TX)
2022 -2023
TX BPOE

RAIL CROSSINGS

2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sun)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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IN-BOUND
(TX)
2012 -2023
LAREDO 
POE

RAIL CROSSINGS

+3 0 %
2 0 1 3 -2 0 2 2

3% average
yearly growth

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

Total Containers

Total Trains

Containers EmptyContainers Loaded Trains

+2 7 %
2 0 1 3 -2 0 2 2

3% average
yearly growth



IN-BOUND
(TX)
2022 -2023
LAREDO 
POE

RAIL CROSSINGS

+1 .3 %
2 0 2 2  v 2 0 2 3 YTD

2022 Daily Avg
(Mon-Sun)

2022 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

2023 Jan-Jul
Daily Avg

(Mon-Sun)

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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LAREDO POE
2023 JAN-JUL

RAIL

TOTAL TRADE SHARE BY COMMODITY GROUP

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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LAREDO POE

RAIL

TOTAL TRADE VALUE

Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
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Nearshoring: 
A Boom for U.S. – Mexico 
Cross Border Trade?02



Source: CBRE Research 2022
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Source: RankingCharts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z93yWXb9T

b0

• Annual nearshoring absorption (direct manufacturing capacity expansions to supply the US, installed in 
leased logistics space) grew from 3 MSF in 2019 to 16 MSF in 2022, increasing from 8% to 26% of gross 
absorption in the country.

• Tier 2 nearshoring absorption (domestic providers and third-party logistics providers specializing in 
manufacturing warehousing) grew from 15 MSF in 2019 to 29 MSF in 2022, or nearly half of the gross 
absorption.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alpfa.org%2Fpage%2FSymposiums_fall_recap_19&psig=AOvVaw0eQIWAGF8qiecQvyJPrEUE&ust=1625700347157000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAoQjRxqFwoTCLj1k_DLz_ECFQAAAAAdAAAAABBd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z93yWXb9Tb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z93yWXb9Tb0


Source: Companies Market Cap
https://companiesmarketcap.com

• Very low space availability (1.1% as of Q1 2023 vs. 6% expansion average for 2013-2019) pushes 
demand into the future.

• 60% of the space currently under construction is pre-leased, compared to 36% in 2019.
• CDMX, Monterrey, Ciudad Juárez, Guadalajara, Reynosa y Tijuana 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alpfa.org%2Fpage%2FSymposiums_fall_recap_19&psig=AOvVaw0eQIWAGF8qiecQvyJPrEUE&ust=1625700347157000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAoQjRxqFwoTCLj1k_DLz_ECFQAAAAAdAAAAABBd


LOGISTICS 
FACILITIES

LAREDO POE WAREHOUSE 
& INDUSTRIAL PARK DEVELOPMENT



Source: Companies Market Cap
https://companiesmarketcap.com
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Source: Companies Market Cap
https://companiesmarketcap.com
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LAREDO
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Why Mexico in this Nearshoring Context?

•Location: Proximity to the US, which favors companies that serve North American 
consumers.

•Free Trade Agreements: Mexico is the only developing country that has free trade 
agreements with the US, Canada, the European Union and Japan. In total, Mexico has 13 
Free Trade Agreements signed with 46 countries

•Regulations and Trade Wars: Recent regulatory decisions and trade wars are favoring 
alignment among North American supply chains.



Smart Borders: 
The key to more resilient 
cross-border trade03



SMART 
BORDERS

Smart borders refer to the use of 
technology and data to facilitate the 
movement of people and goods across 
borders while ensuring security. 

These initiatives include electronic 
customs systems, automated border 
control systems, and risk assessment 
tools (Svitek et al.:2019).



1. Increase the efficiency of border 
crossings by reducing wait times and 
processing times.

2. Can improve security by effectively 
identifying and targeting high-risk 
individuals and goods. 

3. Reduce costs by decreasing the need 
for manual processing and increasing 
automation. 

4. improve data collection and analysis, 
allowing for better decision-making and 
risk assessment 

1. Implementing smart border initiatives requires 
significant investment in technology and 
infrastructure.

2. using technology and data raises concerns 
about privacy and data protection. Smart 
borders require collecting and analyzing 
significant amounts of personal data, raising 
privacy and data protection concerns.

3. Implementing smart borders requires 
international cooperation and coordination, 
which can take time and effort.

Benefits Challenges

SMART BORDERS



Represent the impact that 
exponential technologies 
have on logistics and can 
be classified as the 
technologies that support 
the transport of goods, 
those that improve their 
handling, and the ones 
that expedite their 
customs clearance.

Source: Covarrubias (2021)

LO · GIS · TECHS 



Source: Covarrubias (2021)

Velocidad

DESPACHO ADUANAL

LOGISTECHS

Vehículos Autónomos 
&
Drones

Inteligencia Artificial

Analítica PredictivaInternet de las 
Cosas

Vehículos Autónomos 
&

Drones

Inteligencia
Artificial

Blockchai
n

Analítica 
Predictiva

Robótica & 
Automatización

Dirigibles de Carga

Impresión 3D

LOGISTECHS 



texascenter.tamiu.edu
@jdcova

dcova@tamiu.edu


	FROM GLOBALIZATION TO REGIONALIZATION:
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Why Mexico in this Nearshoring Context?
	Slide Number 38
	SMART BORDERS
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	LOGISTECHS 
	texascenter.tamiu.edu

