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In the dy-
namic world of
international
trade, data
isn’t just num-
bers; it’s the
narrative of
our economic
interdepen-
dence.

Since its
start in 1989, the Texas A&M
International University
(TAMIU), A.R. Sanchez, Jr.
School of Business Texas
Center for Border Economic
and Enterprise Development
(TCBEED) has been at the
forefront of interpreting
these narratives.

Today, we introduce
“Crossing Paths: Insights
into U.S. International
Trade,” a new section in The
Laredo Morning Times Busi-
ness Journal. This monthly
feature combines detailed
research and data analysis to
highlight the intricacies of
U.S. international and cross-
border trade.

The Texas Center was es-
tablished to harness data-
driven insights for under-
standing and fostering cross-
border economic develop-
ment. This September marks
our 35th anniversary, and
over the years, the Center
has observed and actively
participated in the evolving
landscape of international
trade. Its dedication to col-
lecting, analyzing, and dis-
seminating information has
made it a pivotal resource for
businesses, policymakers,
and academics alike. By
tracking trends, patterns,
and shifts in global markets,
the Center offers a compre-
hensive perspective on the
complexities of international

trade.
In today’s rapidly chang-

ing economic environment,
the role of data analysis can-
not be overstated. It’s the
backbone of effective eco-
nomic development initia-
tives and public policy for-
mulation. We can promptly
forecast trends, identify op-
portunities, and address
challenges by converting raw
data into meaningful in-
sights.

This analytical approach is
particularly vital at the bor-
der, where the ebb and flow
of trade have direct implica-
tions on local economies and
livelihoods.

The Center’s commitment
to data excellence aids in
crafting strategies that re-
spond to current needs and
anticipate future develop-
ments.

Through “Crossing Paths:
Insights into U.S. Interna-
tional Trade,” we hope to
advance the understanding
of the economic ties that
bind the U.S. with the world,
particularly with México.
This section isn’t just about
numbers — it’s about the
stories behind those num-
bers. Each month, we’ll ex-
plore a range of socioeco-
nomic indicators to offer a
clear picture of how interna-
tional and cross-border trade
shapes our economic land-
scape.

From logistics and supply
chain dynamics to the im-
pacts of policy changes and
market shifts, we aim to pro-
vide a holistic view of the
border’s economic pulse. Our
objective is clear: to offer a
platform where data meets
dialogue.

Through “Crossing Paths,”

we aspire to cultivate a deep-
er understanding of the mul-
tifaceted nature of interna-
tional trade and its impact on
local economies. We believe
that informed insights lead
to informed decisions, both
in the boardroom and the
halls of government. We
believe this new section will

serve as a valuable resource
and catalyst to engage our
broader community in a
meaningful conversation
about the role of internation-
al trade in our lives.

Join us in this enlightening
journey through numbers
and narratives as we piece
together the story of cross-

border trade and its pro-
found impact on our shared
future.

Dr. Daniel Covarrubias is the
Director of Texas A&M In-
ternational University’s A.R.
Sanchez, Jr. School of Business’
Texas Center for Economic and
Enterprise Development
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Our inaugural piece
shines a spotlight on
the romantic staples
of Valentine’s Day:
Roses&Chocolates

CROSSINGPATHS:
INSIGHTS INTOU.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Source: U.S. Census Bureau: Economic Indicators Division
Analysis & Design: Daniel Covarrubias, Ph.D. & Heleodoro Lozano, MS-IS

FRESH CUT ROSES AND BUDS

COCOA & COCOA PREPARATIONS

2003 2013 2023*

$1 B

$9 B

$2 B

$5 B

$3 B

$7 B

$4 B

$6 B

$8 B

IMPORTSEXPORTS

$
5
.7
0
B

$0.72 B

$
2
.4
4
B

$
2
.4
4
B

$
1
.9
2
B

$
4
.1
6
B

$
1
.8
7
B

* Jan - Nov 2023

TOTAL U.S. TRADE

We analyze the dynamics of
international tradevalues and their
economic effects on Port Laredo
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